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All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written 

permission of Eurofins Agro. 
 
Eurofins Agro accepts no liability for any harmful consequences that may arise from 

the use of data from this publication. 
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Definitions  

 

When to take a sample? 
 

• For bales of haylage, the best time to take a sample is 4 to 6 weeks after the bales have 
been made. A hay sample can be taken shortly after collecting the bales. 

• Do not harvest and/or sample the forage within 6 weeks after fertilizing the field. 

 

 

How to take a sample? 
Preparations before sampling 
 

• Make sure that you collect a representative sample that covers the quality of the whole 
batch. 

• When sampling small bales of hay, use at least 5 bales to compile the sample. When 
analysing large bales of hay or haylage, use at least 2 bales to compile the sample. 

• Gather your material: 
- Clean bucket 
- Plastic bag 
- Cardboard box  
- Completed order form with the correct email address, personal details and information 

about the sample, analysis, and type of material (hay or haylage) 
o How to test the DM content of your forage? Take a tuft of forage in your hand and 

squeeze it tight. Is your hand moisty? Then your forage has a DM content of 
<70% and it is called haylage 

 

What/where to sample? 
• The analysis results of the sample should be representative of the complete batch that has 

been sampled. Therefore, the sample should be taken from various places and depths, 
from several bales within the batch. Make sure you get the whole strain of forage without 
selecting to include all material in the sample (leaf and stem of the plant). 

 

Sampling method 

• When sampling wrapped bales of forage, make an opening inside the plastic so that a forage 
sample can be taken. When making a hole inside the plastic, take into account that you have 
to re-seal the plastic after taking the sample to maintain the quality of the forage. 

• Pull tufts of hay from the batch of hay or haylage and put it in the bucket. Make sure you get 
the whole strain of forage without selecting to include all material in the sample (leaf and 
stem of the plant) to get a representative sample. It is important to pull tufts on different 
randomly chosen places and various depths from several bales of the batch meaning not to 
take tufts only from the surface.  

Sample  Final material of the sampling procedure; it consists of several tufts of 
forage obtained from different bales, in total about 250 grams 

Haylage Wrapped forage <70% Dry Matter (DM)  

Hay   Unwrapped forage or wrapped forage > 70% DM 
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• Take the plastic bag. 

• Fill the plastic bag with 250 grams of forage. In case of haylage with a very low DM, fill the 
bag with more forage (maximum 400 grams). 

• Put some pressure on the plastic bag to release as much air as possible from the bag. 

• Tie the plastic bag shut. 

 

After sampling 
• After taking a wrapped forage sample, it is important to re-seal the bales immediately with 

tape after taking the sample to maintain the quality of the forage. 

• Put the plastic bag with a correct completed order form in a cardboard box. 

• Write the address on top of the box. 

• Bring your package to a package delivery service as soon as possible. 

• Your package will be brought to our laboratory, within 10 working days after receiving your 
sample at our laboratory you will receive the results of the analysis on your email. 
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Eurofins Agro is a leading laboratory with almost 100 years of experience. 
With a complete package of sampling, innovative analyses and clear, 
tailored advice you can adjust the production process on your farm. This 
way your crops get exactly what they really need. And you are assured of 
the highest possible yield and quality, at the lowest possible cost. 
Eurofins Agro is part of Eurofins Scientific: an internationally growing 
laboratory organization. We provide innovative analyses, accurate and up-
to-date data and clear advice. Our products and services are the result of 
practical knowledge, supported by scientific research. We supply you with 
the right data and provide guidance on optimal fertilization for soil and crop 
health. In short... we do everything for growing insight! Insight from which 
you reap the benefit. 
 
 
Eurofins Agro 
Website: https://www.eurofins-agro.com 
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